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Category Description 

E
Outstanding natural 
waters

AP
Water body especially 
designated for drinking 
water supplies

AL
Lakes, ponds, and 
reservoirs not classified 
as O or AP (AL)

A Excellent water quality

B Good water quality

C Acceptable water quality
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Advantages of the 
buffer zone

How?

Protection of water quality

o The buffer zone filters toxic substances and other pollutants such as pesticides, 
fertilizers, and bacteria from a disposal field.

o Vegetation helps keep the water clear (transparent) by trapping soil particles.

o Natural vegetation doesn’t require the use of fertilizers or herbicides, thus 
protecting the watercourse from products that are potentially harmful to the water.

o The buffer zone helps to retain moisture in the soil.

Protection against erosion
o The roots of natural vegetation hold the soil together and prevent or reduce soil 

losses caused by currents, waves, rainwater, or snowmelt.

Protection of property value

o To a certain extent, the buffer zone helps property hold its value by protecting the 
quality of the water and preventing erosion along the watercourse.  

o The buffer zone helps protect buildings and trees from the effects of the wind, 
water, and streams of saltwater if you live close to the ocean.
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Protection against flooding

o The vegetation, logs, and rocks close to a watercourse slow down flowing water and 
minimize the damage it can cause. 

 
o The buffer zone acts a sponge by helping the soil to be more absorbent, thus 

reducing the impact of flooding. 

Protection of  fresh water 
reserves

o The buffer zone helps the soil to retain water during fall, winter, and spring. In dry 
weather, the soil releases this water.  

Quality of life

o In the summer, trees and shrubs provide cool shade; in winter, they protect against 
the wind.   

o For those who love their privacy, the perimeter of vegetation acts as a visual screen 
and reduces noise.  

o Natural landscaping provides a setting that lets you enjoy the cycle of the seasons 
and the beauty of nature.

Wildlife protection  

o Riparian vegetation provides nutrients and shelter and protects fish spawning 
grounds.  

o The vegetation and trees arching over a watercourse provide the shade needed to 
keep the water at a temperature that is comfortable for fish.  

o Terrestrial wildlife uses these buffer zones as corridors to move from one habitat 
patch to another and to access water.
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All purpose 
cleaner

Baking soda or borax mixed with warm water. To remove 
grease, add a touch of lemon juice.  

Washroom 
cleaner

Wash regularly with soap and warm water. For the tiles 
and the tub, apply baking soda and brush. For the spaces 
between the tiles, try vinegar.  

Disinfectant Use a mixture of borax and warm water.  

Windows and 
mirrors

Vinegar with a touch of lemon juice and warm water; this 
mixture can be stored in a bottle. 

Oven cleaner

Brush with baking soda and steel wool or a mixture of 
pure soap and lemon juice or borax and warm water. For 
persistent grease, make a paste of baking soda, salt, and 
water.  

Abrasive cleaner
Use baking soda or a mixture of baking soda and soap 
(phosphate-free).   

Bleaching agent Use borax or a hydrogen peroxide bleaching agent.   
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Provincial law Responsible 

department
Regulations under 
the Act Why this regulation is being applied  

Clean Water Act 
Environment/
Health and 
Wellness

a
Watercourse and 
Wetland Alteration 
Regulation  

• The aim of this regulation is to protect the shoreline and the bed of the 
watercourse from all harmful activities.   
• A watercourse includes almost all related bodies of water such as lakes, 
ponds, brooks, and spring brooks. 
• Disturbing the soil or cutting the trees within 30 m of a watercourse is a 
priori forbidden and requires a permit.  
• A permit is also required to extract gravel from a streambed or shore, build 
a bridge or culvert, or drive any vehicle or other type of machinery in a 
watercourse.   

b
Watershed 
Protected Area 
Designation Order   

• This order is intended to protect any watershed (or drainage basin) 
designated to supply drinking water to a village or town.   
• In the Chaleur area, the Nigadoo River and all its tributaries are protected 
against any source of pollution.
• The order stipulates certain restrictions on activities inside a setback zone 
of 75 m and within the boundaries of the watershed.   

c
Water 
Classification 
Regulation

• This water classification regulation sets standards for water quality and 
promotes good water stewardship within a watershed (see Section 1).   

d
Potable Water 
Regulation

• The purpose of this regulation is to ensure that water intended for drinking 
meets the standards established by the NBDE and DHW. 
• It also outlines the steps that well contractors must follow to ensure that 
the water from a recently drilled well is analyzed and declared potable.  
• It also stipulates that the public water reserve must be analyzed regularly 
according to the plan provided by the DHW.

e
Water Well 
Regulation 

• The purpose of this regulation is to protect the water quality of streams by 
forbidding, among other things, the discharge of pollutants into the water 
or in an area that could drain into the water and alter its quality.

Clean 
Environment 
Act

Environment 

f
Water 
Quality 
Regulation

• The purpose of this regulation is to protect the water quality of streams by 
forbidding, among other things, the discharge of pollutants into the water or in an 
area that could drain into the water and alter its quality.

g
Used Oil 
Regulation

• This regulation requires companies that sell oil, such as garages, to collect used oil. 

h
Health Act
 

Health and 
Wellness

• This law provides for the control of various facilities or activities that could be 
harmful to people’s health.  
• It stipulates, among other things, that anyone wishing to build a stand-alone 
wastewater disposal and treatment system (a septic system) must first obtain a 
permit from the Department as per the regulations.   

i
Unsightly 
Premises Act 

Environment    
• This law make it illegal to accumulate scrap or other unsightly waste on private 
property or allow a building to become a risk to public safety.   

j
Community 
Planning Act

Environment 
• This law states that a permit must be obtained for any construction or 
development work.  

k
Fish and 
Wildlife Act

Natural 
Resources

• The purpose of this law is to preserve species of fish and animals, and their habitat, 
and regulate hunting and fishing.   

l
Endangered 
Species Act

Natural 
Resources • This law oversees the protection of New Brunswick’s 16 endangered species.
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Federal Law Section Application

aa
Fisheries Act

Obstruction of fish migration 
(from Section 20)

• Every obstruction across or in any stream where the Minister determines it to be 
necessary for the public interest that a fish-pass should exist shall be provided
by the owner or occupier with a durable and efficient fish way or canal around the 
obstruction, which shall be maintained in a good and effective condition by the owner 
or occupier, in such place and of such form and capacity as will in the opinion of the 
Minister satisfactorily permit the free passage of fish through it.

Protection of fish habitat [ex-
tract from Paragraph 35 (1)] 

• No person shall carry on any work or undertaking that results in the harmful alteration, 
disruption or destruction of fish habitat.

Prevention of pollution [ex-
tract from Paragraph 36 (3)]

• No person shall deposit or permit the deposit of a deleterious substance of any type in 
water frequented by fish or in any place under any conditions where the 
deleterious substance or any other deleterious substance that results from the deposit 
of the deleterious substance may enter any such water.

Oceans Act

National Oceans Manage-
ment Strategy (extracts from 
Sections 29 and 30)

•  [ ... ] shall lead and facilitate the development and implementation of a national 
strategy for the management of estuarine, coastal and marine ecosystems in waters that 
formpart of Canada or in which Canada has sovereign rights under international law.

Principles (extract from 
Section 30)

• The national strategy will be based on the principles of (a) sustainable development, that is, development that meets the 
needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs; (b) the integrated 
management of activities in estuaries, coastal waters and marine waters that form part of Canada or in which Canada has 
sovereign rights under international law; and (c) the precautionary approach, that is, erring on the side of caution.

Cooperation and agreements 
(summary of Section 33)

• This section contains guidelines for cooperation and consultation among departments 
and agencies, with particular reference to the collection, analysis, and
dissemination of information in the areas of expertise of Fisheries and Oceans Canada. 

Marine protected areas (sum-
mary of Section 35) 

• This section allows Fisheries and Oceans Canada to designate a marine area for the 
conservation and protection of fish habitat or any marine species. 



Oceans Act 
(continued)

Coast Guard services (sum-
mary of Section 41)

• Fisheries and Oceans Canada is responsible for Coast Guard services, including 
security, aids to navigation systems and services, marine communications and traffic 
management services, and the search and rescue program. 

Navigable 
Waters 
Protection Act

Construction of works in 
navigable waters (summary 
of Sections 5 and 6)

• No work shall be built or placed on any navigable water unless the Minister deems it 
fit.

Migratory Birds 
Convention 
Act, 1994

Protection of migratory birds 
and their nests (summary of 
Section 12)

• This section presents various ways to protect migratory birds. In particular, it is 
forbidden to damage, destroy, or disturb their nests. This section also proposes the 
creation, control, and management of protected areas for migratory birds. 

bb
Species at Risk 
Act

Protection of species survival 
(summary of Section 32) • This section forbids the killing or harming of endangered wildlife species. 

Protection of the habitat of 
endangered species (sum-
mary of Section 33) 

• This section forbids the destruction of or damage to the habitat of endangered 
wildlife species.

Canadian 
Environmental 
Assessment Act 

Protection of the environ-
ment and human health, and 
application of the precau-
tionary principle

• This law ensures that all projects to be undertaken are closely examined before any 
decision about them is made.  
• It promotes sustainable development favourable to both a sound environment and a 
sound economy.  
• It stimulates communication, collaboration, and coordination of activities between 
various levels of government as part of the environmental assessment
process of a project.
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