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Lesson Plans for EOS

Waste Management
By Grey Hackett, 2015
Goals:
1. Inform and educate participants about how garbage is dealt with in the region.
2. Inspire greater vigilance in the use and disposal of items.
Materials:

Props like small garbage bins, blue and green bags, and different pieces of garbage to
demonstrate.

Part 1 - Introducing Concepts!

This would be an excellent opportunity to give participants a better idea of what exactly
the wet-dry system actually means. It would be particularly ideal to get a representative from
the people who sort/recycle/process the waste (We had a very charismatic presenter at the
2014/2015 RA training). They could give a presentation, going over basic information about
sorting and why it’s important, and then have a question and answer session.

Part 2 — lllustrative Activity!

Separate your class into roughly even groups of 2-5 people. Give each group either a pile
of actual garbage to sort or flashcards with pictures or the names of garbage on them. The goal
is to successfully sort all the garbage into wet and dry piles. Do this in several rounds. In the first
round, give them ample time to finish so they can get the hang of it. In the second round, have
each group switch their cards/garbage with the group next to them. This time, you can make it
a race. As groups finish sorting, have them raise their hands. Record the order in which they
finish, and then go and check through the cards to make sure they were correct. You can do this
just once or many times, creating a finalist bracket and finding an eventual winner.

Part 3 — Discussion!



Time to discuss. You can start discussion in small groups and then move up to the whole
class, or just jump right in with everybody.
Sample Discussion Questions:
Do you and your family sort your garbage at home?
Which items confused or surprised you the most?
Do you think sorting is actually important?
What happens when you put an item in the wrong bag?
Is there an item you’ve been putting in the wrong bag?
Is the wet/dry system a good one?
How would you improve the wet/dry system?
Do you think most people in Sackville understand the wet/dry system?
Part 4 — Take-Home Project

Provide each student with a list/description of wet/dry sorting to hang over their main
garbage receptacles at home. At they end of each day, have them look through the waste bins
and see if anybody in the house mistakenly placed an item in the wrong bin. They can keep
track of these mistakes on a graph. After 2 or 3 days, have them take down the list/description
above the bins. They should continue to keep track of any mistakes made at the end of each
day, noting them on the graph. After a few more days have passed, they can compare the
number of mistakes before and after taking the list down. They can use this information to
surmise the effectiveness of having a list above the waste bins as a constant reminder. This
information could then be formalized and used to make a suggestion to school administration,

if this kind of signage does not already exist at the school.



