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Introduction 

EOS conducted a survey of students in the Sackville, NB area to learn more about how concerned they 
are about climate change, how resilient they feel, and what further actions they would like to see to help 
the community in Sackville be more resilient to climate change. Elementary, high-school, and Mount 
Allison University students all participated in the survey. The information gathered in the student survey 
complements surveys done earlier in the year geared toward Sackville residents and businesses. All 
survey data will be used to help create a community-based climate change resiliency guide for Sackville. 
The guide will complement the Town of Sackville’s municipal adaptation plan.  

 

Methodology 

Student input on climate change resiliency, concerns, and future needs were assessed using a Google 
Forms Survey. The survey was emailed to staff at Marshview Middle School and Tantramar Regional 
High School in the hopes that teachers would encourage their students to respond. Grade 6 classes at 
Marshview Middle School were asked to do the survey after having virtually listened to a short 
presentation by Amanda Marlin. The survey was also posted on various social media channels belonging 
to student clubs and societies at Mount Allison University, as well as on EOS social medias. In order to 
encourage participation, student participants could submit their email or phone number and be entered to 
win an EOS prize pack or a $50 gift card to a Sackville business of their choosing. The survey was 
available online from September 21st to October 15th 2020. The total amount of survey respondents was 
158, among which 95% were the targeted age demographic (10-24). Data from the survey was exported 
to excel and used to create the graphs included in this summary. 

 

Demographics 

A variety of students in Sackville, NB responded to the survey, including a smaller percentage (12%) that 
did not physically live in Sackville. Out of the 158 responses, 71% of students surveyed were between the 
ages of 10-14 years, and 24% were between the ages of 15-24 years. Most participants also identifiyed 
as female. 
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Most students have lived in Sackville between 6-15 years (57%) and are currently residents of Sackville. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

73% of students lived in houses and 10% lived in apartment buildings. 
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Climate Change Concerns and Impacts 

Overall, students were concerned with all potential impacts of climate change, and “concerned” was the 
most chosen category for almost every single question. 

 

 

The biggest impacts that students identified as “very concerned” were: Human health impacts (due to 
mental health, polluted flood waters, heat alerts, ticks, hunger, etc.) (39%), Droughts (36%), Invasive 
species (32%) and More powerful hurricanes and storm surges happening more often (30%). 

Students reported not being concerned about transportation challenges and power outages. 

 

 

Students reported an equal distribution of answers 
surrounding the “unaware of this” category, indicating 
that there are no obvious gaps that could be solved with 
education or awareness. Though “droughts” is the 
highest in this category, many students also indicated 
they were “very concerned” about them. 
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Student Preparedness 

57 students or youth have not talked to their neighbors about preparing for an emergency, and 47 
students have not been involved in helping to prepare for an emergency. In addition, many students feel 
“neutral” about having confidence in community leaders and decision-makers, and “neutral” that Sackville 
has the resources it needs to be prepared. 

The majority of students in Sackville have hope about the future.  

 

 

Sackville’s Greatest Strengths 

Sackville’s greatest strengths, as answered by students, are no littering, the marsh and wetlands, lots of 
woods and tree planting, a large student body who want to make a difference, very good emergency 
services, and a supportive community and organizations within the community.  

Many felt that Sackville had the ability to unite as a community: “The people. They come together in times 
of need, such as the downtown fire, to help out.” 
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Actions to Build Resiliency 

As a household, students and their families have taken the following steps to build resiliency. They ride a 
bike when possible (62%), know about what things are available in Sackville and choose to buy them 
locally (66%), are familiar with local areas that may flood (62%), have a backup power source (61%), and 
have a backup heat source (58%),  

 

If EOS were to conduct a workshop, students would most like to attend a workshop on flood risk reduction 
(95), solar energy (84), and mental health first aid (84). 

 

Challenges in Being Prepared for Climate Change 

Needing better skills (63%), needing more time/too busy (55%) and needing more knowledge (49%) were 
the top three challenges in becoming better prepared for climate change. 

40% of students said they felt prepared. 
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Student Suggestions 

Suggestions from students for becoming more resilient to climate change included planting trees (87%), 
creating more affordable housing (75%), planting community gardens (70%), having more solar powered 
homes and businesses (70%), planting rain gardens (66%), and creating a community greenhouse 
(66%). 

Individual responses once again included planting trees. Recycling and composting in apartment 
buildings, draft-proofing workshops, and improving the dykes were also suggested. A couple students 
also felt that focusing on systemic and political change rather than individual choices was necessary to 
build climate change resiliency. For instance, “Sackville should be more focused on structural changes to 
mitigate climate change and to protect the most vulnerable. Often community discussions/initiatives about 
climate change focus too much on individual resilience and individual ways to reduce your impact, but it is 
important not to shift the blame to the individual when it comes to climate change, but instead to 
recognize and change the systems that have caused the climate crisis and have left certain people more 
vulnerable to its impacts.” 

 

Summary 

Overall, students had a good grasp on both the impacts of climate change and ways they could build 
resiliency within the Sackville community. Many students reported being concerned or very concerned 
with climate change risks, especially the human health impacts. Many students also seemed to be aware 
of most climate change risks, indicating that they are receiving education about climate change. In 
surveying preparedness, the survey has identified that many students feel “neutral” about community 
leaders responding to climate change, and “neutral” that Sackville has the resources it need to be 
prepared. However, many individual answers highlighted the sentiment that Sackville has a supportive 
and united community when the need arises, and can work together to overcome various disasters like 
floods and high winds. The biggest challenge to being prepared for climate change was needing better 
skills. When asked what skills they would like to learn, most students were interested in a flood-risk 
reduction workshop. Finally, student suggested planting trees, creating affordable housing, and focusing 
on larger systemic and political issues. 

“I believe the close-knit community and strong ability to communicate/get word across is very beneficial to 
becoming stronger during climate change. While I am not entirely aware of Sackville's resources, I know 
that its student population, if given a cause worth fighting for, will stand up to the block and do what they 
can to help their community.” 

 

 

 

 

 


