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ng Picture Port Elgin sustainability plan
needs input from local residents
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The input of village residents is vital to the suc-
cessful creation of an integrated community
sustainability plan for the Village of Port Elgin.

Earlier this year the village, with the assis-
tance of the Tantramar Planning District Com-
mission (TPDC), embarked on the develop-
ment of a sustainability plan for the municipal-
ity.

“When we talk about a sustainable commu-
nity, it’s one that supports the people, uses few-
er resources in that it is more gentle to the envi-
ronment, lives within its means where it can
support its people; and has culture, recreation,
activities, places where people meet. This type
of plan would focus on the needs of the com-
munity for at least the next 30 years,” Tracey
Wade, a planner with the TPDC said Monday.

She noted that Port Elgins proposed sus-
tainability plan has been nick-named ‘Picture
Port Elgin’

Basically, a sustainable community needs to
have basic services such as housing, education,
health care, and services for seniors, but there
must also be recreational activities and places
where people come together as a community,
she said. In addition there are also concerns
about the economy and the environment.

In March, 2009 the Village of Port Elgin was
one of about eight municipalities, a number of
federal and provincial agencies in addition to
several non-profit groups, the Federation of
Canadian Municipalities and the TPDC who
gathered at a workshop held at Mount Allison
University and hosted by EOS and Cape Jouri-

:0 share
and
yand to
k freely
fidence,
selieves
chieved
camera
without
s under
d cam-
ces)
i he
1eed for
and
y to the
t noted
recause

1e regu-

ned the
,noting
d doors
ree top-
r New

nly two
camera
r meet-
ast, did
happen

2007 Dodge Ram
Quad Cab, 4X4 SLT

 Bod Allen Co. 24,

New & Used Cars & Trucks Short & Long Term Leasing
) 1-800-268-8555 506.536.1557
- 31 Bridge St., Sackville, N.B.

www.rodallencompany.com 4130321

main Nature Centre, to discuss many problems
faced by communities today.

‘A sustainability plan was one of the things
that kept coming up in our discussions. Fund-
ing has been available to help communities
develop their own plans and with these plans
communities can then apply for capitol fund-
ing and a number of other projects to help
improve their community and make it more
sustainable;” Wade explained.

EOS and the TPDC are leading the projects
in each of the four local municipalities includ-
ing Sackville, Dorchester, Port Elgin and Mem-
ramcook. In Port Elgin a Picture Port Elgin’
plan steering committee has been formed with
local residents Sharon Cole, Betty Davis, Leyna
Legere, Val MacDermid, Mary Thompson and
Bianca Marin as members. Wade noted that
the committee is in the first stage of the initia-
tive, helping to gain information, and in April a
survey was issued to village residents in an
effort to gain more local input.

“The deadline for the survey has been
extended until May 31 so all residents can give
their opinions on what they believe is needed
in the village. The input of its residents will
really assist us in developing a long-term vision
for Port Flgin. If the community gets behind his
initiative, there’s more incentive for the village
of Port Elgin to make the necessary important
decisions for the future,” Wade said.

The survey, which is a short questionnaire,
is available at both the Port Elgin village office
as well as at Cole’s Grocery.

Wade noted that currently there are thou-
sands of municipalities across Canada who are
developing sustainability plans.

“There are four things that have happened
or we have become aware of recently that have
a big effect on the future of communities all
around the world. That includes the economic
crisis of the last couple years and the European
crisis which has just emerged recently: the
issues of poverty both here at home and glob-
ally; the question of availability of oil around
the world in the near future and the increasing
effects of climate change,” she said, adding that
if communities don’'t address these issues now,
how are they going change things when they
become much bigger problems in the future.

For more information on the ‘Picture Port
Elgin’ sustainability plan contact any commit-
tee member, Katie Friars at EOS by email at
eos@nb.aibn.com, or Tracey Wade at the
Tantramar Planning District Commission by
phone at 364 4701 or by email at pictureportel-

gin@gmail.com.
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